
Shirley Shaver
OV Educator  1964 --1986

Shirley’s career at OV began as a Science/English instructor Shirley’s career at OV began as a Science/English instructor 
at Gustafson then moved to the Middle School when it opened at Gustafson then moved to the Middle School when it opened 
in 1967.in 1967.

Shirley loved her job and eagerly went every day excited about Shirley loved her job and eagerly went every day excited about 
teaching.  She enjoyed the unpredictable middle school age teaching.  She enjoyed the unpredictable middle school age 
group and was good at understanding and giving students group and was good at understanding and giving students 
encouragement and support when needed. Many of her former encouragement and support when needed. Many of her former 
students have commented how she would go the “extra mile” to students have commented how she would go the “extra mile” to 
be there when they needed it most. be there when they needed it most. 

Shirley loved teaching kids both in and outside the classroom. Shirley loved teaching kids both in and outside the classroom. 
She even taught canoeing during camp, although she herself She even taught canoeing during camp, although she herself 
was not a swimmer!was not a swimmer!

One thing she was personally proud of was that when she One thing she was personally proud of was that when she 
retired from OV, she left with 180 unused sick days.  She retired from OV, she left with 180 unused sick days.  She 
actually was never sick. In fact, after her retirement she went actually was never sick. In fact, after her retirement she went 
on to volunteer to teach in a Guatemala middle school for two on to volunteer to teach in a Guatemala middle school for two 
years  and even went to Russia in the mid-90’s to teach English.years  and even went to Russia in the mid-90’s to teach English.
She was truly a lifelong learner, educator, and a real asset to She was truly a lifelong learner, educator, and a real asset to 
the  Orchard View community and its students.the  Orchard View community and its students.
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